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BETWEEN A HOPKINSAN & METHODIS1 
[Continued from Page 661.] 
CONVERSATION VY. 

Hopkinsian. Good evening brother Methodist; are you this 
vening disposed to continue our conversation in reference to rel- 

ious subjects. 

M. Tam now at leisure, and shall feel gratified to hear your 
pinion on various subjects about which there has been much dis- 
utation in the christian world. 

H. lam willing to converse on any such subject; tho’ not 
vith a wish to obtain a victory over you, ‘but merely for our mu- 
ual edification. 

“MW. This is the spirit in which I would always wish to converse; 
ut my experience has taught me, that we frequently deceive our- 

selves. I have heard many persons say, that they wished to con- 
verse On religious subjects, merely to receive instruction, but I gen- 
rally find such among the most pertinacious defenders of their 
wn pec uliar sentiments. 

H. ‘This is too often the case, and we should learn from such 
persons lessons of proprie ty, th a we may avoid their errors, 

WM. It is certainly wise in one man, to improve by the follies ot 
others; as we do not wish, however, to waste the hour set apart 
for conversation on points of doctrine, in preliminary remarks, 

et us hasten to some subje ct of useful discussion. 

H. Have you ever seen a Sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Eagleton, on "the ‘‘Perseve viher of the saints ?” 

JM. I have, and an answer also, in the “Christian Instructor.” 

A new addition of which has lately been published in pamphlet 
1, and is now for sale in Kuoxville. I would recommend you 
‘ore al if 
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HM. Lhaveawt yet read the answer, but as T am willing , 
lf that can be said on the subject, T will probably do so. They 
s another published on the same subject, in the rst number o 
the “Calvinistic Magazine,” preached by the Rev. James Galla 
ler;—have you ever read that / 

~VW. Lhave; but it isa virtual repetition of Mr. Ea: 
That is, he oceupies the same ground, and uses the 
pal arguments 

Hf, True, ke “occupies the same ground,” but the subject j 
handled in a different way; and 1 think, in a way that support: 
his doctrine to much advantage. 

«VM. I differ with you in sentiment; and as the sermon lies o 
the table, let us examine its contents, {taking up the first numb 
of the “Calvinistic Magazine,” and opening it.| Lam of opino 
that Mr. Gallaher’s very first position, defeats the whole of | 
theory. Let us read the text, the divisions of his sermon, 
the first position he takes im its illucidations. “My sheep | 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give w 
them eternal life; and the ‘y shall never perish, neither shall an 
pluck them out of my hi und. My Father which gave them ™ 
greater thar all; and none is able to plue k them out of my Fa 
hand: John, x, 27, 28, 29. 

Mr. G. considers 

{. The Character. 

If. The safety of the children of God 

He continues thus, ‘‘Ist. Their character is thus giveu 
sheep hear my voice, ard-I know them, and they follow me. He: 
mg the voice of Christ, implies a belief of what he declares, ai 
a performance of what he commands,” page 7. This defimit 
of the character of a follower of Christ, is certainly good; 
is, one who “helicrers what Christ dec lares , and performs whia 
he commands.” If his definition be true, (which I believe.) 0 
person is one of Christ’s sheep or followers, who does not mi ET 
what he declares, and perform what le commands. 

HH. I suppose Mr. Gallaher meant so, indeed Christ himse! 
speaking of his sheep, says, “ta stranger will they not follow, bu 
will flee from him; for they know not the voice of the strangers 
It appears from this passage, that the sheep of Christ are design 
ted by their practice, as followers of the Good rn rd. 

M. So I think. And now ‘let us see how this doctrine 
cords with another part of Mr. Gallaher’s doctrine, winch 
lows David, Solomon, Peter, and others, were among the shee) 
of Christ, while they heard the voice of strangers, and, instead o! 
following Christ, ran in paths of vice. It seems to me, tha 
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Mr. Gallaher must esther admit that these men were not “sheep, 
1 “followers of Christ,” while they were walking in the ways of 
sin; or abandon the rule by which he judges of the character of 
Christ’s sheep. For my own part, Lam well pleased with his 
de inition of Cc hrist’ s she Cc p- Itc le arly establishes my doc trine: 
nam ‘ly, that those who live in sin and unbelief, are not christians, 
whatever their former character may have been. And, moreover. 
| entirely agree with Mr. Gallaher, that such “shall never per- 
ish.”” so long as they continue Chirist’s sheep; that is, continue to 
believe his word, and do his will, they cannot perish, But, if they 
do not “hold fast their confidence, > but “cast away their faith, 
ud obey not the commands of C ‘hrist. by living soberly, right 


ecously, and godly, they are no longer his shee p; the c haracter of 


a sheep, acc ording to Mr. Gallaher’s own definition, implying 
consiai faith and obedience: and of course the y may pe ‘vish, not 
as sheep but as goais, or, Inother words, as those who have « de- 
parted from the faith,” and “fallen from grace.” 

~ FE It seems very strange, indeed, that a sheep should turn to a 
cout. Did youever hear of such athing ? 

VW. It is not more strange than that a goat should turn toa 
sheep. The fact is, the terms — and goat are applied, the 
former to the righteous, and the latter to the wicked, as figures 
to represent their respective characters. The man who acts cor- 
rectly is called a sheep, because it is supposed to.be an innocent 


animal, &c. and the wicked are denomimated goats, because of the 
vroceness &c. of the animal. Divest the question ofall figurative 


expressions, and it will be simply this, can a wicked man be- 
come a good man, or a good man wicked ? Is there any thing un 
reasonable in either clause of the question? Let me state it so 
plainly that there can be no misanderstanding. Can a man, after 
he has been justified by grace, get drunk, or perpetrate any othe: 
henious crime. 

Hl. 1 certainly believe it to be possible. Indeed the best of men 
commit sin every day. 

Wf. Do you believe them to be obeying Christ’s*words when 

hey are sinning every day. 

H. C ‘ertainly not. 

JM. How then can one who obeys not Christ’s words, be one 
of his sheep, which, according to Mr. Gallahier’s de finition, as no- 
iced before, implies obedience to Christ’s commands ? Your doc- 
trine contradicts itself. It says none are Christ’s, but those who 
obey his commands; and yet that they daily. break his com- 
mands ! 

Hf, You labor hard to prove that my doctrine has difficulties 
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considering that your's has many niore. ‘ou know tha 
(Christ promises in the most peeve manner, that his sheep shal 
never perish—that none shall pluck them out of his hands. Thes: 
promises are iether uncertain, or our doctrine is true. 

«VM. The promises attended to are not uncertain, but, bear iy 
nind, they are made to such as believe in the declarations of Christ 
and obey his commands; but not to such as “sin every day.” 
contend that so soon as a man wilfully ceases to follow Christ. 
‘the Good Shepherd,” he thereby forfeits his claims to divin 
roodness, aud exposes himself t0 ruin. 

H. The time allotted for our present conversation has expire: 
uid I must retire. 

M. Very well. We can resume it next time we meet; for | 
wish to shew vou some more of the inconsistenceis of Mr. Gal! 
her’s sermon. _ 

(To be continued.) 





REVIVALS 


VIRGINIA. 

Virginia has been greatly blessed the present year, pertiay 
much so as it has for some time past. The Rev. Joseph Car: 
who travels on the Sussex Circuit, writing to the Editor of 7 
on’s Herald, says, ‘*This has been a year of mercy tothe \ 
ginia Conference. Almest every circuit from which I have hear 
has been visited with the gracious outpourings of the Spi 
some have numbered their scores—others their hundreds, wh 
have been connected with, and added tothe church, 

The. writer proceeds to give a very interesting account of | 
cireuit, which we have not room to insert. 





TUSCALOOSA. 

The Rey. Mr. Spruill, the preacher stationed in Tuscaloosa 
Alabama, writing to the same, gives a very pleasing account ot 
the work in that place; as also, on the two adjoining circuits. At 
least three hundred, it is thought, has been added to the church or 
the Tuscaloosa and New River circuits; and seventy-six (white 
and ¢oloured,) in the town of Tuscaloosa 
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GEORGIA. 
We learn irom ditlerent sources, that in Georgia, the churches 
experience uncommon seasons of refreshing from the divine pres 
e; especially, the Methodist Episcopal Chureh. In Savannah 
here has been a good work progressing for some time, and seems 
likely to increase. 


LOUISIANA. 
The Rey. Joha Cotton, writes a very interesting letter to th 
‘ i:ditor of the Christian Advocate, from which we make the fol 
owg extract 
‘Washitta, La., August 20, 1827 
“The Lord is graciously visiting this part of our Zion. ‘There 
s much attention and interest manifested under the ministry of th 
word, especially in the Jefferson Prairie, a small place detached 
from the other part of the circuit, by the periodical ove rflow ot 
the Mississippi, for several months in the year, by a sheet of wa- 
er from one to two miles wide. Here the good pe ple are ac- 
customed to assist the preac her across, by sw imming dis horse 
by the side of acanoe. The first time I attempted to eross afte: at 
the rise of the water, in consequence of there not being a precise 
tume specified to meet, I experienced a trial.of my faith; for atte: 
tording in near a mile,and the distance being too far to make the 
people in the neighborhood hear, Lgemaimed on a log for fou 
hours, exposed to all the insects and amphibious animals of a tro- 
vical clime.. But this is the dark sideyof the. question, for I can 
‘ay, ofa truth, that [ never haye visited this place but what I 
nave been blessed more or less. There are about one hundred - 
souls here, fifty of them are members of the Methodist Episco: 
| Church, and in four weeks twe nty have e professed remission 
if f thei ir sins through the redemption that is in Jesus, and they a 
lo exemplify, the sincerity of this change .of heart in thei: 
ICC. 
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In addition to the above, we might add many other pleasing 
.ccounts of revivals, well calculated to inspire the friends of 


a d 


Zion with the spirit of the petition,’ “Thy kingdom com 





FALSE BENEVOLENCE. 
To the Editor of the Holston Conference Messenger. 
Mr. Eprror: This is an age of speculation as well as beneve 


ce, Sometimes these are senerated, sometimes connected: at 
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othertumes individuals, under the cloak ol bene volence » “peculate 
on the community, as well as individuals. Many instances of thi: 
has occured withina few years past—one instance of whic! 
occurred, not many thousand miles from this place. There was g 
poor woman, a member of a certain church—a Rev. gentleman 
pastor of a different church, who lived in the neighbourhood, 
moved by compassion, or some other principle, procured a sub- 
scription paper, for the purpose of buying the poor woman a 
milch cow, he presented it to several of her brethren, and divers 
other gentlemen, who subscribed and paid their subscription to 
the amount of twelve dallars. He met with the poor woman 
shortly after and told her what he had done, she thanked him fo: 
the interest he had taken in her welfare, and requested him to 
return her thanks to the gentlemen who had manifested thei 
kindness towards her. He then informed her that he would try 
and procure her a good cow. In a few days he brought her a 
little, old, bob-tail, cow, without acalf, that gave about a pint ot 
milk aday, and asked her if she was willing to take that cow {or 
the subscription; she observed, that she had no claim on the peo- 
ple, and they might give her whatever they thought proper; and 
she was very thankful even for that. ‘This cow was worth about 
six dollars, and belonged to the Rev. gentleman. He knew shi 
was worth little, and devised a planby which he swindled the peo. 
ple out of twelve dollars, cheated the poor woman out of six, 
under the cloak of benevolence, and sold his cow for doubl 


price. TRUTH 

































CANADA CONFERENCE. 

This conference closed its last session at Hamilton district « 
Gore, on the 7th ult. Bishop Hedding presided. Nine preacher- 
were received on trial, one of whom was Peter Jones, a convert- ' 
ed Indian, of the Missisauga tribe, who is destined as a mission 
ary among his native brethren. Five were admitted into ful! 
connexion, and ordained deacons; two were located, and five 1 
turned superanuated. 









Whites. Cold Indians 





Members in society, this year, 8,071 12 522 
“" ~ last year, 7,215 36 250 












Increase this year, . 846 979 
PERSEVERING PRAYER. 

An instance of perseverance in prayer for a particular objec’ 

the most striking perhaps on record has come to the knowledg: 
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of some respectable gentleman in this city. A man in rather low 
circumstances in life, resided in the town of Manchester, Essex 
county, twenty-three miles fromm Boston. He was a very wicked 
man, on atly opposed to religion, until he was about thirty years 
of age, when his pride and opposition were melted down ‘by the 
ve of God shed abroad in his heart. After this his life was 
inost exe mpl ary; he walked closely with God, and found so little 
comfort in attending the cold, formal preaching of the mijnister ot 
that town, where no re wivala had been for a long, dreary season, 
that, in his anxiety to hear the precious truths of the gospel dis- 
pensed m their pow er and life, he attended meeting every Sabbath 
in another town distant seven mile s from his humbte dw elling r He 
walked thus with God thirty years.—At length the messengei 
eame to call him away to his Father’s mansion—he obeyed thi 
summons with joy, and as he lay upon his dying bed, his friends 
‘anding around him, he pointed to a corner of the room, and said 
“for thirty years no night has passed, except ten nis oli! s that |] 
was confined to my bed witha lung fever, in which I have not 
iwvaked from my sleep, got up and gone No that corne r of the 
om and prayed fora rev ival of religion i in this town.’ 
This holy man has rested in his grave some time-——but mark 
the wonders of God’s mercy. A great revival of religion has 
‘commenced and is now progressing in that town. Fifty souls 


have been hopet ually born of God. This revival has brought to 
light this example of perseverance W hich should be the admiration 
f all who cherish feelings of deyotion. ZION’S HERALD 


FROM ZION’s’ HERALD. 
REFLECTIONS ON TIME. 

It has been justly observed by an able writer, that “time is ; 
ragment of eternity broken off at each end.” Itis that portion 
{duration which is measured by the revolutions of tlie heavenly 
bodies. Its flight is rapid; and the importance of improv ing it is 
afinite. On the i improvement which we make of time han gs our 
everlasting destimes. With this awful, and to some heart-rend- 
ing, and to others, soul-inspiring truth before me, reader, permit 
me to inquire of you what improvement you have made of youl 
days which have ‘rolled into the world unknown. Can you dis- 
cover any thing in that mirror which memory holds up but shad- 
ows? Have you not reason to confess with shame and confusion 
of face that the book of memory is blotted all over, or is one vast 
blank ? If this is the case with you, and it is probable that it is 
the case with many; what is there in your life to distinguish 1: 


- 


rom mere existence ? What better are vou than the brutes tha: 
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pensh -*® Like you they sleep and they wake; like you they ea 
and they drink : , 

Is it not folly in the extreme thus to degrade and sink the diz 
nity of nature on a level with the beasts that perish? May God 
forbid that man, the most noble of all his creatures, should be 
chargeable with such folly. Let me ask you what you have been 
doing ever since you entered upon the theatre of human life 
Have you been striving to enter in at the strait gate—thus to 
counteract the effects of the fall? Have you been aaa listen your 
calling and election sure by exercising faith in the merits of the 
Redeemer and Saviour of men; and by sincerely repenting of all 
your sins? Have you adorned the doctrine of God your Saviour, 
by professing a good profession before many witnesses, and adorn 
ing that profession with a holy life? Has your mind been en 
riched with the treasures of wisdom? Has your life been mark 
ed by deeds of charity, benevolence and piety, by which you 
have hoped to lay up a good foundation against the time to come 
In view of your past life can you adopt the language of a pious 
and venerable saint of old, and say, “O that 1 were asin months 
past, as in the days when God preserved me; as in the days of my 
youth, when the candle of the Lord shined upon my head; when 
the Almighty was yet with me; when the ear he ard me, then il 
blessed me} when the eye saw me, it gave witness to me, because 
I delivered the poor that cried, the fatherless, and him that had 
none to help him. Iwas eyes to the blind; feet was I to the 
lame; I was a father to the poor; and the cause thatI knew not, | 

searched it out. The blessmg of him that was ready to perish 
came upon me; and I caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy. 
Unless you have done these things, you have been sleeping, al 
though you have dreamed that you were awake. You have been 
a blank in the universe. Reader, I now sincerely ask you if it !s 
not time tovawake from your slumbers and be active. The time 
: now passing that decides and seals your fate forever. The mi 
nute s and bours at this instant on the wing, upon which your ev 
erlasting destiny depends. And what report think you they are 
carrying to be recorded in the great book on high, w ‘here all the 
actions of thy life have been registered. Is it not high time foi 
vou to look about yourself? Is not the ground on which you are 
standing precarious? Qh for once be serious, and “whatsoeve! 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there is no know]- 
edge, nor work, nor wisdom, nor device, in the ‘gloomy’ grave 
whither thou goesi. a 
Do not say, because you have not defrauded your neighbor— 
been a thief, a highwayman. that your life has been innocent.— 








Os] 
rations by which you a bound to lov@ yo 
efaetor: and have your life and all the powers ot 
soul consecrated to his service. And have you given-God 


Have you rende ‘red him your service? If not you 
; robbing Jehovah of his just due 


oul 
vour heart ? 
ve unjust—you are a robber 
Reme a that God has put a price into your hands to get wis- 


fom; he has given you a talent to improve, and his mandate is. 


cupy ull | come. 
wh ip it up in a napkin and hide it in the earth, you will doit 
your peril. You will meet with a fate similar to his; you will 
‘ast into outer darkness, and condemne dito wee ping and wail 
That poor wretch was neither a thei 
had 


* Fi) 


If you, hike the slothtul servant in the go 


hi 
ng aa gnashing of teeth. 
nora murderen He probably thought as you do, that he 

But is it not harm to treat the commands ot Jehe 


lone no harm. 
Is it no harm to trifle with you 


ah with neglect and contempt ? 
lect your eternal salvation ? Is it no harm to kill time. 


Such a course 
You are proba 
all hurried 


soul, and ne or 7 
id trifle it away in idleness and dissipation ¢ 
reader, will turn the scale of your eternal doom. 
bly aware that by the irrevocable law of nature we are 
wil th an irresistible r apidity to the’ abyss ol eternity, trom whence: 
A tew more days will land you and me in; 
“an Lofspirits. The time is short, “We are as. guests ina 
land, who tarry but one night We wander up and 
es. We reac the epitaphs upon the tombs 
the ashes of th 


here is no return, 


strange 
lown in a place of graves. 
t the deceased. We shed a few tears over 
ad; and m a little time, we need from our surviving friends tli 
‘ars we paid to the memory of our friends departed. 

Time is irrevocable, no tears nor lamentations, nor bitter uj 
vossibly recall the goldea hours and days whic! 


raidings can 
have set to rise no more.— 


rolled by. Like the star, they 
have rolled away never to return. Reader, 
“The clock is wound up oncé for all; the hand 

1. a 


a little time strikes your ast hour 


lve 
lake the flood. they ’ 
iy this to heart. 
fast advancing; and in 
‘Vain man, thy fond pursuits forbear; 
Repent—thy end is nigh— 
Death at the farthest can’t be fa 
think, before you die. 


Reflect, thou hast a s« ~ to save 
Thy sins how high they mount; 
\W hat are thy hope Ss b e ‘youd the er ay 


How stands that dark aecount 


Porchester. Mass Sent. 1s 











{ fe lhe Cin v fit ella Cyicdy 
PAMIEY GON Cy _NMENT 


Lcheve that I] have the very worst iain that eye 
red.” exclaimed Mrs. Jk hnson, ¢ as she seized two of her Litt) 
mies viol tts hy their th i's, and shut them down celjar. where 
ne said the “bheeger? ww Mr. Barton was not a stranger 
hamily, though the parental dignity of his demeanour aly; ay 
pured her wilh anembition to have her family appear wel 
viien he was present. “IT must take the liberty to remonstrat 


with you, Mrs. Johanson,” said,Mr. Barton, in regard to you 
manner of produeing obedience among your children. Do vou 
ally believe thateyours are the worst children that ever lived 
and do you think of rendering them better by vidlence and te: 
rr”. “Ehie half-distracted screams ot the children were } 
vom below, and Mrs. Johnson sunk into her chair in tears.- 
VW Hy v ‘i ‘i re} ied, “HY children ge nerally behave pretty 
well, bud when any person is here they, seem to act lik: on hi 
Panza”? “Youmistake Mrs. Johnson, your children conduct 1 
worse When a visitor Is present than at other times; but wish 


Min 
’ 


en to have them behave more decently than usual, and ben 
yiuted. mm your wishes, you the more readily notice thie 
extravavancies, and beéome enraged at. that of which your 0) 
wane veCMCHt As in act Ure Cause Teach your ( hildren to belay 
well When ao stranger is present, and you will have no occasio 
mortification when they are in company. Your fault ts her 
:ou do not carry asteady hand in your discipline overthem. A 
one time you indulge them tp all their desires- many of which 
must be expected are improper ones—and at another, you fly int 
erage and be at them when seeking the most innocent eratifics 
tions. Undersuch circumstances, a child must indeed be a pai 
-on, not to ‘bel lave disorderly. Tt you would have good childs 
ict-me tell -you never to x ‘tL your passions run away with: you 
judgement. Be uniform, temperate, mild, and yet dete 
tained yourséll, and your little ones will soon fulfil your wish 
Give uo command which you do not mean shall be obeyed. Mai: 
10 promise Which you do not faithfully fulfil. Threaten no pur 
isument which you are not determine d to. inflict in case of dis 
pedience; and let your chastisements be always proportioned | 


1e magnitude of the offen In your whole government let 
pirit of paternal affection be discove ‘red by your of! isprl ing. Cor 


vince them not by words 0 uly, but b 'y your actions als , that A 


require no! hing of them which is not ¢: ulc ulate d to promote tli 


i ’ 1 
civantage. and that you punish them onl vm love, witha view 


it 
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make them bette! and happier Entthu Way § 
of likely children. 

“And let me tell you to beware how you think to reform your 
iispring by frightening them into obedience —by making them 
dread the dark, and filling their heads with superstitious notious 
about ‘boogers, *&e. Deal in realities. L et imazination furnish 
you with no means of producing obedienes Speak the truth im 
vari ibly to your c hildren, and the \ will spe ak the truth to you 

‘In short—e arry a steady hand :—never correct your children 
i anger 3 let love govern all your dealings with them, and by 
afluem ce of your own ex unples , Which are more powerful than 
ill pre ce ptt. teach them paticnee, temperance, wis lom, 
irtue,’ : 

Mrs. Johnson heard the frank remarks of her friend in respec'+ 
i deference—called her children to her—wiped away then 
ears—spoke the words of maternal tenderness—combed their 
-iIken locks—gave them permission .to go and amuse themsclves 
in some innocent rec reations, and resolved, most firmly, to set 

rself about the work of governing herself, that she might the 
better be prepared to govern her ilt-managed but yet lovely ehil- 
dren. 


re ee 


The example of Jesus Christ—‘*When he was twelve years 


old (and so, according to the Jewish custdém, was considered as 
ibject to the law,) he went up to the temple with his pious pa- 
rents to celebrate the passover; and, upon that occasion, he show- 
ed the most zealous attachment to the house and service of God 
His parents and relations were returuing home, while, unknown 
to them, he still remained at Jerusalem. After a painful search, 
they found him on the third day amongst the public teachers oi 
religion, listening to their instruc tions, and re questing their an- 
swers to his pase and, by his profouad understanding in di- 
vine things, exciting the astonishment of all who were present.— 
When his mother had expressed her wonder at his conduct, as 
having occasioned them many anxious fears, he replied, with a 
zeal far beyond his years, ‘Wist ye not that [ must be about my 
Father’s business ” .Yet he did not renounce his obedience to 
Joseph and Mary, or despise them on account of his own superior 
rank or abilities; but, with all filial regard and submission to 
their authority, he went down to dwell with them at Nazareth. 
“Here then we have anexample that may be proposed to all; 
but which more especially demands the attention of young per- 
sons; therefore, we cal! upon such to contemplate the amiable con- 
luct of Jesus at that early period. Do not the same dispositions 
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which he possessed, become you also -—and do you, who a 
only twelve years old, acknowledge your o! blizations to worship 
God and freque nt his ordinances. Is the house and servic e ot 
God yourdelight ? Jesus undertook a long journey; and, after he 
had spent many days together in waiting upon God, seemed un- 
willing to leave the sacred courts; but do not you think the leas‘ 
troubie for any religious purpose, more than enough, and ei 
horte r time too k mg ? Have you not said, ‘What a wearin 
it? When will the S Sabbath be gone ” Are the grand subjects oi 
divine revelation your study, or the matter of your humble and 
diligent mquiry ? Do you liste nn With eagerness to the instructions 
of your teachers ? and would you gladly embrace an opportunity 
of conversing with them for your own edification ?—Ah ! how 
different are the greater part of our young pe ople ! What igno: 
ance and contempt of God !—what a profi ine neglect of his house, 
his word, and ministers, do we discover in many of them ! 


PUBLIC SP EAKING. 

This is a subject on which much has been said; rule hag elici 
ed rule, until the speaker who should regard them all. would bi 
unde rthe painful necessity of holding his tongue contrary to al 
rule. The matter of a discourse is undoubted lly a subject of mor 
moment than the manner—it stands first in order, and should, a 
least, receive the first attention. Here one rule is sufficient, and 
this is founded on the nature of the human mind. No one is ig 
norant of his own capacity, either to feel a subject strongly 
or scarcely to feel it at all, just in proportion to the attentio: 
that they may bestow upon it. From this rule is deduced— 
feel strongly. The simplicity of this injunction must recom 
mend itself to those who, all their lives, have been overbur- 
dened and wearied with regulations for the mental discipline 

preparatory to public speaking. When a speaker’s mind feel 
deeply the subject that brings him to address himself to other 
minds, he may soon discover unwonted weight in his words.— 
H1is emotions are copied into the passions of othe rs, rising 01 
falling in the relation of cause and effect, until he fastens his 
views on a thousand hearts at once. ‘The importance of yn sta- 
tions’ occupied by the sacred orator is very great; it is in his 
power, if he knows his own strength and puts it forth, to Dian 
deep impressions, and. spread happiness or misery over the des- 
tinies of two worlds. The prospect of a young minister, if he 
cherishes just ideas of his powers aud the importance of his sta- 
tion, is most animating, and should awaken the mightiest as well as 
the holidet energies of hi¢ soul for great achievements 
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j’eel strongly—then the manner will be spontaneous and easy 
et not so easy as to supersede the hecessity of great care and vi- 
rilance in forming and sustaining a natural and dignified aetion.— 
On the manner, or action in public speaking we eannot hope to 
xpress sentiments with more propriety than the following, for 
which we are indebted to. the United States Literary Gazette 
The writer describes a speaker’s first appearance betore an as 
sembly. 
“The first time he appears in public, especially if, as common- 
y happens, it be in his youth, on the verge of manhood, he 
inds himself ina novel, and properly speaking, in an artificial 
situation. Used to no other intercourse between man and man 
han conversation, he finds himself before a large audience; hun 
ireds of eyes are fixed on him; and an awful silence prevails, 
ud he dreads to hear his own voice break it. ‘The position, o! 
yurse, is to him unnatural. The boldest man trembles; the et- 
yt is far many too great; and some, of powerful minds, pass 
‘through hfe without making it, But duty, necessity; example, 
‘conspire to enable most men, when their time comes, to make 
ier public appearance. But-how ? Not once in a hundred times 
vith a free spontaneous movement in a natural manner, as an in- 
ocent child can prattle fearlessly before a large company with a 
eart full of its little great concerns; but with diligent preparation 
f notes, speeches, and sermons, previously written, and either 
loggedly committed to memory, or brought into the assembly to 
ie read aloud with a trembling voice and a faltering frame. The 
‘mbarrassment, in most cases, gradually wears off, but the misfo1 
une is, that meantime a manner is gradually formed, which, however 
iatural, in reference to the circumstance under which it has been 
turmed, is in the highest degree unnatural, forced, and artificial 
n veference to all the duties and objects of a» public speake: 
“Here then, we perceive the great use of training and diseip 
ne. ‘The art of speaking, previously well required by instruc 
‘ion, imitation, and practice, steps in, to relieve the embarrassmen’ 
a public appearance. , It steps in, not making the speaker arti. 
‘icial, but enabling him to be natural: not to give him tones and 
‘adences, but to keep his voice from quivering and dying in hi 
‘lvoat; not to teach him fine gestures, but to put him so much a 
is ease, that his curiously organized body may sympathize with 
is mind and soul, and be moved by that sympathy. One of the 
reat qualities of the natugal mauner, so called is, to stand both: 
upright, with the hands fast grappled to a book, or a table, or to 
he leayes of a manuscript. This is not, however, nature. Al! 
ier children, whom she has created partly intellectual and partl, 





Mmaleclial,. Cyince u slrvons tende) IC} Ol a ree a ocal acuG nm ai 
nfluence of body and mad. ~ Gestures—movement of the lx vd 
tthe lynbs, the features, are jast as nat ‘ural, as inarticulate cries 
or articulate words. “That a man, who 1s himself persuaded. 
arnest, touched, should hold his body motionless, while urgip 
his persuasions and emotions on others, is a monstrous paradox 
But fo aid and guide nature to express herself in gesture, is as pe. 
cossary as to aid and guide her in uttering herself in articulate dis 
course. Tlence the need of training, to enable aman to be natue 
al im gesture. Without training, he will have none, or have tha: 
Which is forced upon him by timidity and edubarvepsuse nt, that 


artificial gesture of the w orst kind.”—-Zion’s Herald. 


GOOD SUBSTITUTE FOR A “TREAT.” 

A correspondent in New Gloucester, (not anonymous, ) informs 
us that on closing the polls on Monday last, the gentleman, whi 
had been elected to represent that town in the State Legislatur 
offered a few observations on the evils resulting from intempe) 
ance, and particularly from the practice of treating” at elections 
and concluded with informing his constituents, that instead of im 
tating former examples, he should make a donation of ten sow 
on the Sabhath School So elely recently organized in that place, 
he ap pro riated for augmenting their Library. ‘lo the ae 0 
the citizens, this propositior 1 was received with apparent satistac 
tiow by all, ‘and with the warmest approbation .by the friends « 
moral and religious improvement.—Portland Mirror. 

“OH HE DOES NOT WANT IT.” 

But he does want it. And if he did not, your own engageme 
has nothing to do with his private circumetancs S. 

Such is the seli-excusing of many a careless creditor, and suc! 
the properanswer. 

It is to be lamented that there is no change to which many, 
who may be good men, arc more subjected than that ef the want 
of punctuality 0 the payment of little debts. And there is no ples 
by which conscience is more readily satisfied, than that of the dec 
laration that the creditor does not need the ainount. The same 
thing applics to.a hundred little borrowings. 

A book is lent; it is detained until the lender is unable to reco! 
leet the name of the borrower—but then, “She does not want it: 
he has many others; or he has read it already: ” But he does wantit 
If he has others; it is no reason why he should lose this. If he 
has read it, it is no reason why he may not Jend it to others, as 
well as to yourself, 
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PROM THE WESTERN LUMINAR\ 


ARDENT SPIRITS 


We are happy LO recora the if How jhe ¢ Kpressi nol iC Si 
ents of the members of the Wesi-Lexineton Presbytery, « 
beet of the use of Ardent Spirits, extracted from the punt 


s last stated meeting in this towa 
“Whereas the General Asst nib y Oi til Presbyterian Chure 
2 ‘ . . } mee 1 « 
lid, at their last session, protess, a readiness OF hunG (tO 6o-Op 
. 1 . " . ' ° ’ , 
ite with thei brethren of every denomination, together with ever 
ther friend of hamanity. in one great national effort to accamy 


i universal change in the habits and customs of our country re! 


: : 
ive to the intemperate use of intoxicating liauors: theretore th 


Presbytery of West-Lexington, embrace the present opportuni 


4 expressing their most cordial approbation, netonly ot the pr 
ceedings of the Assembly on this subject, but also of the object. 
he American Society tor the promotion of temperance ¥ 


it 


moreover, the Presbyte y do warmly recotamend to all pe 
inder their carey lo abstain fom diuinking ardent spiiits i very 
ase, except whenat may be prescribed by a physician. 


And that each member of this Presbytery berequested 4 
ol 


ares. 2s 


preach a sermon on this subject to the people of iu are 


gon as possible. ° 
Resolved, That Mr. T) T. Skillraan be requested to PUbIsh 
he above report in the “Western Luminary.” 





Ata meeting of the Baptist Society for promoting th 
in Ireland, the Rev: M. Fisher related the following anecdote 


i 













US 





lustrauve ot Tris teaury. “AT Was much said MM, 
Fisher, ‘‘with our brother M¢Carty; he is thorough Irish, lette) 
and spirit.» When I was with him in Ireland, I asked him What 
he chiefly lived upon? “O,” said he, “we Have plenty of pota. 
toes.” How often do you eat them ? dei 1. “Only*four times » 
day,” wasthe reply. “J havesten acres of potatoes tor my family 
and we all eat ’em; ecdws, horses, sheep, pigs, and children” 
Don’t you think said J, herets very little variety in this diet 
“Not at all man,” said brother W’Carty, ‘‘we have great 
lor we eat the little potatoes will ithe big ones.” 


ay POETRY. 


Krom ithe Virginia Plough Boy. 
AN ADDRESS VO THE DEITY 
Oh! Thou in whose presence Creation is small, 
The Sun but an atom in view; 
The Heavens buta fragment the skies but a seroll; 
Oh! how shall d sing imto you ? 
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Thy power, it is boundless; thy presence doth fill, 
All space, which thy wisdom surveys : 
Thefix’d laws of nature dependon Thy will, 
Then how can I add to thy praise ? 


‘The numberless worlds which thy wisdom directs 

Tho’ great when compared to this ball, 
To the dim eye of man, they appear but as specks 
How wondrous the view of them all !! 


The wide swelling ocean is held in thy hand 
The lightnings that rend the firm rock, 
The furiowsearthquake obey thy command, 
And the swift flying comet’s vast shock 
. 
Creation is nothing compared to thy power, * 
Thou madest, and thou canst destroy’: 
The fulness@f Time, is to thee as an hour, 
‘3 ts Thy presence is gladn ss_and joy. 








“Thy mercy and goodness abound thro’ the whole 
Thy darling perfections are these 

On one we rely for the safety. of souls 
Oh ! teach us the way how fo please 

Oh ! teach us the way hoy to praise 
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